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ships and the rest pinnaces and shallops: and four or five thousand
men. This was the estimate made by persons of com-
mon sort who 'p. 79^, came with Don Francisco.    This
report disheartened the people of the city. The governor
and Don Pedro Yique and Don Francisco Maldonado
conferred alone in private, which augmented the people's
suspicion and it became necessary* to animate them and
to .give them to understand that the enemy's strength was not so
great.
A mass meeting was called in the cathedra! where an address was
made to each company by itself to encourage them, and to this end
a letter was read to them from Don Diego Oaorio written to Don
Pedro wherein it was stated that the enemy might land as many as
two thousand men. But the common people held that this was faked,
for they were convinced that the enemy had over four thousand men
because they believed what the seamen and others who came with
Don Francisco in his vessel told them. They presumed that Don
Francisco had himself privately told the governor the same. \Vhere-
fore, or so deponents believe, the people were much disheartened.
Renewed effort was exerted to build trenches and other works
necessary for the city's defence, although the enemy arrived so soon
after Don Francisco that these could not be completed as they should
have been. It is to be borne in mind that there were in this city the
number of men shown by the muster rolls, or about four hundred
and fifty (p. 80] men, of whom three hundred and fifty were harque-
buses and the rest pikes.
On Ash Wednesday, the nineteenth of February of the said year,
the enemy was sighted and some twenty-three sails were counted,
ships and pinnaces. Since Don Francisco had said and insisted that
the enemy had 39 or 40 vessels, it was deduced that those lacking
had been left behind and did not come within sight in order, when
night should fall, to land men at Tesca Swamp, which is where this
could be done inasmuch as, presumably, the enemy had pilots and
persons on board who knew this country, to act as guides.
Therefore what forces were available for the city's defence were
divided and Captain Martin Polo with his company, being about
120 men, was ordered to go to this swamp to resist the enemy if he
should seek to enter there. The horse were ordered to patrol the
coast. Similarly, presuming that the night he entered the harbour
the enemy might debark troops at the landing in Juan Nunez's
brickyard whence they could easily seize the bridge by the Fran-
ciscan monastery, which bridge is the way out from this city into